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This has been a dark week in Canada’s history. The hardships and atrocities committed against our First Peoples have 

become even more amplified with the public revelation of the remains of 215 children at the Kamloops Indian 

Residential School. As a faith and learning community, it is our obligation to express our compassion, and our shame 

at this unimaginable part of our history; and to commit to act in ways which contribute to healing and reconciliation.  

As Canadians, we have a responsibility to engage in both our own personal journey and our nation’s path towards truth 

and reconciliation. This journey is made even more of an obligation as a Catholic community; we must do our part to 

unlearn and relearn our history, listen, and advocate and act in order to make a better future together in solidarity with 

Indigenous peoples. 

 

As educators grounded in the principles of Blessed Edmund Rice and the Essential Elements, we stand in solidarity 

with those marginalized by poverty and injustice. This week, we take action to acknowledge this truth as a community: 

● On Monday, May 31 at 2:15 pm, we joined Catholic Schools across Metro Vancouver in two minutes of silence 

to pray for the souls of those 215 children. 

● As a school, we invited everyone on campus to wear orange shirts (instead of their uniform), in recognition of 

our solidarity with the people of Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation and our own brothers & sisters of the 

hən̓ q ̓əmin̓ əm ̓and Sḵwx̱wú7mesh speaking peoples, upon whose land we live, work and pray. 

● Orange ribbons were distributed to students and staff and we continue to encourage people to wear them beyond 

this week 

● Conversations and discussions of Canada's colonial history have and will continue to be at the forefront in our 

classrooms this week and in the future. 

 

As a Catholic and Christian Brother School we have taken initial steps on our journey of Truth and Reconciliation. 

During this school year we have embedded acknowledgements that we operate on unceded territories of hən̓ q ̓əmin̓ 

əm ̓and Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Nations; we have partnered with a local First Nations carver to have a welcome pole as a symbol 

of our commitment to First Nations; and we are participating in educational programs to enhance our learnings.  

 

We stand with others across BC and Canada who have voiced their expressions of horror at the abuse and injustice 

inflicted on Indigenous People and we support the statement made by Archbishop Miller in his Declaration of 

Commitment that “ an apology alone is not enough unless accompanied by tangible actions” First Nations - Archdiocese 

of Vancouver (rcav.org) 

Above all, we will pray together for the souls of the 215 children who died while attending the Kamloops Indian 

Residential School, their families, and their community. We also pray for the wisdom to know how to learn from these 

past mistakes and for healing as we move forward. 
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